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Summer 2004 Film Series 

Date Film

July 16 Touching the Void 

July 23 My Architect: A Son's Journey 

July 30 I Don't Want to Talk About It 

August 6 The Castle 

August 13 Osama 

 

Showtime: 8PM 
Free refreshments after the show.

Location: Battelle Auditorium 
Directions to the Auditorium 

Tickets: Adults $3 
Series passes $13 ($10 for BSA members)

Disclaimer: The links on this page to film reviews and other 
websites have been provided as a courtesy 
only. We are not responsible for the content at 
those sites.

More info: Rosie Neitzel (375-6921)

July 16  

Touching the Void
UK, 2003, 106 min. 

Language: English

Rating: R 

Direction: Kevin Macdonald 

Cast: Documentary 

 Internet Movie Database 

Reviews: Movie Review Query Engine

Official site: IFCTV (the film) 
noordinaryjoe.com (Joe Simpson)

Trailer: Internet Movie Database 
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Apple (requires QuickTime)

Touching the Void is the true story of two climbers and their perilous first ascent up the west 
face of Siula Grande in the Peruvian Andes. In 1985, Joe Simpson and Simon Yates set off to 
scale the mountain in one long push over several days. They reach the summit, however, on 
the descent Joe falls and breaks his leg. This film is the story of how Joe got back down to 
base camp. The tale is so utterly fantastic that no novelist would dare to write it. The climbing 
re-enactments are narrated by Joe and Simon. 

From the bestseller of the same name by Joe Simpson. 

Awards: 
BAFTA Awards: Alexander Kora Award for Best British Film (2004) 
Evening Standard British Film Award for Best Film (2004) 

July 23  

My Architect: A Son's Journey
USA, 2003, 116 min. 

Language: English

Rating: Not rated 

Direction: Nathaniel Kahn 

Cast: Documentary 

 Internet Movie Database

Reviews: Movie Review Query Engine  
 

Official site: My Architect (requires Flash)

Trailer: Not available

Other
Resources:

Film Forum (includes links to 
information about Louis Kahn)

"My Architect is a tale of love and art, betrayal and forgiveness--in which the illegitimate son of 
a legendary artist undertakes a five year, worldwide exploration to understand his long-dead 
father.  
 
Louis I. Kahn, who died in 1974, is considered by many architectural historians to have been 
the most important architect of the second half of the twentieth century. A Jewish immigrant 
who overcame poverty and the effects of a devastating childhood accident, Kahn created a 
handful of intensely powerful and spiritual building--geometric compositions of brick, concrete 
and light--which, in the words of one critic, "change your life." 
 
While Kahn's artistic legacy was an uncompromising search for truth and clarity, his personal 
life was filled with secrets and chaos: He died, bankrupt and unidentified, in the men's room in 
Penn Station, New York, leaving behind three families--one with his wife of many years and two 
with women with whom he'd had long-term affairs. In My Architect, the child of one of these 
extra-marital relationships, Kahn's only son Nathaniel, sets out on an epic journey to reconcile 
the life and work of this mysterious, contradictory man." 
(from the official website) 

Awards: 
Academy Award nominee (Best Documentary Feature); IFP Independent Spirit Awards (Best 
Documentary Nomination; Truer than Fiction Award Finalist); Director's Guild of America 
(Winner, Outstanding Directorial Achievement in Documentary). 
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July 30  

I Don't Want to Talk About It (De eso no se habla)
Argentina, 1993, 102 min. 

Language: Spanish*

Rating: PG-13 

Direction: Maria Luisa Bemberg 

Cast: Luisina Brando, Alejandra Podesta, 
Marcello Mastroianni 

 Internet Movie Database

Reviews: Movie Review Query Engine (few 
English reviews; do a Google search 
with the Spanish title for reviews in 
Spanish)

Official site: none 

Trailer:  

There are many ways to deal with a child's disability. The least practical, and probably the 
most immature, is to deny that it exists, eradicate all reminders of it, and refuse to allow 
anyone to mention it. That's exactly how Dona Leonor (Luisina Brando) reacts when she 
realizes that her daughter, Charlotte (Alejandra Podesta), is a dwarf. Not only does she 
place the entire town of San Jose de los Altares under a gag rule, but she takes a pick ax 
to some local stone gnomes and burns copies of Gulliver's Travels, Snow White, and Tom 
Thumb. --James Bernardinelli Read entire review 

Leonor shelters her daughter from any harm her dwarfism might elicit, but a mother's 
protective love can't prevent Charlotte from the attentions of a suitor (Mastrioanni) and 
the lure of the circus. 

Awards: 
Havana Film Festival (Best Screenplay, Special Jury Prize, 1993). 

August 6  

The Castle
Australia, 1997, 82 min. 

Language: English 

Rating: R

Direction: Rob Stich 

Cast: Michael Caton, Anne Tenney, 
Stephen Curry, Anthony Simcoe, 
Sophie Lee, Wayne Hope, Tiriel Mora,
Charles 'Bud' Tingwell 

 Internet Movie Database

Reviews: Movie Review Query Engine  
Internet Movie Database 
James Bernardinelli 

Official site: None 

Trailer: Not available
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The Kerrigan family are a typical Aussie "battler" family and living right next to the 
[Melbourne] airport never seemed to be a problem for them until the airport wants to 
expand - onto their land. Their initial reaction is "to hell with the airport" but it soon 
becomes obvious that the airport is going to get its way - one way or another. This is 
Dale Kerrigan's story of their battle with the airport to keep their beloved house, along 
with a "bloody good set of gates". --QarnosS at Internet Movie Database 

Trivia: This film was shot on a shoestring. For example, the shooting schedule was cut 
from from 20 to 11 days because the filmmakers could only afford to feed the cast and 
crew for the fewer number of days. 

Awards: 
Australian Film Institute (won AFI Award in 1997 for Best Original Screenplay, 
nominated for Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role, Best Performance by an 
Actor in a Supporting Role, Best Performance by an Actress in a Supporting Role); 
nominated for many other awards in 1998, including the British Independent Film 
Awards, Stockholm Film Festival, Film Critics Circle of Australia Awards, European Film 
Awards, Australian Movie Convention. It was an audience favorite at the 1998 Sundance 
Film Festival. 

August 13  

Osama
Afghanistan, 2003, 82 min

Rating: PG-13 

Language: Dari and Pashtu*

Direction,
Production,
Screenplay:

Siddiq Barmak 

Cast: Marina Golbarhari, Khwaja Nader, 
Arif Herati, Zubaida Sahar, Hamia 
Refah, Gol Rahman Ghorbandi  

 Internet Movie Database

Reviews: Movie Review Query Engine  

Official site: www.osamamovie.com

Trailer: www.osamamovie.com

During the Taliban regime, women were not allowed to work or to leave their homes without a 
male relative. Widows having no brothers or male cousins could not venture out in public for any
reason. When they lost their jobs at a hospital--it was closed by the government--12-year-old 
Osama and her widowed mother were at risk of starvation. With no "legal companion", the 
mother couldn't leave the house herself, and had no alternative but to disguise her daughter as 
a boy, so the child could work. Inspired by a true story, Osama is the first film made in 
Afghanistan since the rise and fall of the Taliban, and one of only 40 short and feature-length 
films made in Afghanistan in the past 100 years. The production was financially and materially 
supported by the Iranian Producers Union and other resources in Iran. All of the actors in the 
film are amateurs and residents of Kabul, where the film was shot. Director Siddiq Barmak 
earned a Masters degree in film direction from Moscow University in 1987, and had made 
several short films before he went into exile when the Taliban took power. This is his first 
feature-length film. 
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*If the language of the film is not English, it will be shown with English subtitles. 

 

Webmaster 
Last modified: 06/04/2004 19:18:05  

Awards: 
Cannes (Special Mention, 2003); London Film Festival (Best First Features, 2003); 61st Golden 
Globe Awards Winner, Best Foreign Language Film. 
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